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ABOUT BALLET
ARKANSAS

Ballet Arkansas traces its origins to the Little Rock Civic Ballet, founded in 1966 by Lorraine
and Donald C. Cranford. Incorporated as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit in 1978, the organization has,
over the course of its 47-year history, touched the lives of more than half a million Arkansans
through its performances, education programs, and community engagement initiatives.
Today, Ballet Arkansas stands as the only professional ballet company in Little Rock and is
widely recognized as the state’s premier ballet organization—serving audiences across
every region of the Natural State.

Under the visionary leadership of Michael and Catherine Fothergill, Ballet Arkansas has
grown into one of the 75 largest ballet companies in the United States, according to the
Dance Data Project. The company of 17 world-class dancers presents an annual season of
vibrant programming that spans classical masterpieces, landmark works of American dance,
and world premieres by some of the field’s most innovative choreographers. With a
performance and broadcast reach extending to all 50 states and over 60 countries
worldwide, Ballet Arkansas engages nearly 50,000 audience members each year and
serves as a powerful cultural ambassador for the state of Arkansas.

Ballet Arkansas is proud to serve as the official dance presenter of the Robinson Center,
Little Rock’s most prestigious performing arts venue, and to hold the distinguished
designation of Arts Partner Company in Residence at the Arkansas Museum of Fine Arts.
These partnerships amplify the company’s capacity to deliver high-caliber, multidisciplinary
programming to diverse audiences while deepening its integration within the state’s broader
cultural ecosystem.

A recognized statewide leader in dance education, Ballet Arkansas is home to a thriving
School for Dance that provides exceptional instruction to hundreds of students from diverse
backgrounds. Led by a distinguished faculty, the School is complemented by the
organization’s robust educational outreach initiatives, which engage more than 10,000 K-12
students annually. In addition, over 300 young dancers participate each year in Ballet
Arkansas’s celebrated Community Cast productions, cultivating meaningful access to the
performing arts and nurturing the next generation of artists and arts patrons across
Arkansas.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanticism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fantasy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horror_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jurist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Offenbach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tales_of_Hoffmann
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Nutcracker_and_the_Mouse_King
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pyotr_Ilyich_Tchaikovsky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Nutcracker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copp%C3%A9lia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Schumann
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kreisleriana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johannes_Kreisler






















’cﬁﬂill dim be gjh pé
?.kﬁ%ptﬁ%%ntermlsh ]

he danters perﬁorm W|th apr rmly welcomed att oncluslon of eact

ng, or screaming are

: na IIO\va?l;!qg-iggc\e/rg,\erlﬁr







	NUTCRACKER SPECTACULAR
	ABOUT BALLET ARKANSAS
	THE LIFE OF A PROFESSIONAL BALLET DANCER
	AUTHOR
	COMPOSER
	THE STORY
	ACT 1 - THE PARTY

	ACT I - BATTLE SCENE & LAND OF THE SNOW
	ACT II - THE LAND OF THE SWEETS
	CAST OF CHARACTERS
	HERR DROSSELMEYER
	THE NUTCRACKER PRINCE
	THE RAT KING
	CLARA
	SUGAR PLUM FAIRY & CAVALIER
	QUESTIONS
	TO ASK YOURSELF

	ETIQUETTE 101
	RULES FOR THE THEATER

	SHARE THE MAGIC OF THE NUTCRACKER WITH YOUR STUDENTS!

